
 

www.microfinance-pasifika.org  
 
June/July 2008,  Issue 12 
  

Microfinance Pasifika Network News  
 
Asia-Pacific Regional Microcredit Summit  
Ms Luse Kinvuwai, Chair of the Microfinance Pasifika Network, has 
recently been invited to participate at the Asia-Pacific Regional Micro-
credit Summit. Ms Kinvuwai will be involved in the session entitled 
“Challenges in Microfinance, both in Agriculture and in Areas with Low 
Population Density.”  
 
Mr Greg Casagrande from South Pacific Business Development, also a 
network member, will also be attending the event, as a panellist on the 
Governance: Organizing, Developing, and Empowering the Board to 
Oversee the MFI. The event will be held in Bali, Indonesia from July 
28-30, 2008. For more information on the conference, please visit 
www.inamicrocreditsummit.org.   
 
Pacific Resource Centre for Microfinance 
Online Discussion Session  
Microfinance Pasifika Network will be holding the second online discus-
sion session on the Pacific Resource Centre for Microfinance during 
August. 
 
The host of the first session will be Mr Gure Huk from the PNGIBBM - 
Microfinance Competence Centre. Mr Huk discussion will focus on the 
Microfinance Competence Canter's training courses, target groups and 
ongoing projects. Mr Huk will be available to field any questions and/or 
comments on this topic from both Microfinance Pasifika Members and 
the general public.  
 
The discussion will start on the Wednesday 13th August, 2008. To ac-
commodate different time zones within the Pacific, questions and com-
ments for the discussion will be accepted throughout the day. Mr Huk 
as his time permits will respond to participants who have posted on the 
discussion forums under the topic heading.  
 
The online discussion sessions will be hosted in the Pacific Resource 
Centre for Microfinance in the Public Microfinance Pasifika Discus-
sion Forums. 
 
To post questions and comments on the discussion forum it is essen-
tial that you register for an account at: http://www.microfinance-
pasifika.org/request-an-account.html  and then log in to use the discus-
sion forums.   
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Microfinance Pasifika Member News 
 
� World Education Australia: Book Launch 

In May, World Education Australia held its annual networking 
event, during which guests heard about the successes of WEAL’s 
programs over the past year, and learned about its plans for the 
upcoming year. The event saw the launch of WEAL CEO Guy 
Winship’s new book “Conversations with Practitioners – The 
Challenges of Market-led Microfinance”. Guy was commissioned 
by the UN in 2002 to talk with CEOs and directors of 17 leading 
microfinance institutions in Africa and South Asia to find out what 
it takes to be successful in today’s microfinance market. More… 

 
� VANWODS Delivers Microfinance Services to  Pacific Sup-

plies Staff 
“Working poor” is an alien term as there is no poverty, only 
“hardship” in Vanuatu. MICROPEPS is a new VANWODS prod-
uct that engages those who may be fully employed but still en-
dure hardship” the VANWODS Managing Director John Salong 
stated at the signing of an MOA between VANWODS MFI and 
Pacific Supplies on 4th June 2008. 
 
The Manager of Pacific Supplies, Mr Michael Calanan was happy 
to welcome the budding relationship between VANWODS and 
Pacific Supplies flanked by Mrs Leith W. Katipel and Mr Terry 
Leodoro. The Pacific Supplies representatives signed and ex-
changed contractual documents with the VANWODS Team. The 
low key ceremony was marked by a cake brought by VANWODS 
and shared among the Pacific Supplies Staff. More… 
 

� PNG Institute of Banking and Business Management 
(PNGIBBM) and the Microfinance Competence Center (MCC) 
PNGIBBM and MCC have recently released a copy of their latest 
newsletter which provides an update on the training unit. This 
issue provides details on scholarships, distant learning package, 
internet café, financial education, associate and corporate mem-
bership. More...  
 

� National Development Bank: “Well-positioned at the Fore-
front of Sustainable Rural Finance in PNG” 
The National Bank Ltd. (NDB) has emerged as a very competitive 
new player in the microfinance market in Papua New Guinea. 
After the success of its pilot scheme in 2006 the Bank launched 
the roll out of its Microfinance Business Units (MBU) in 2007. 
More…   
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� Fern Software: New Product Line Up 
Fern Software’s main product, Abacus OneWorld is now com-
pletely multilingual.  The company now has the ability to translate 
all the software entry fields, reports and other data into virtually 
any language. Fern has also greatly improved the Customer Re-
lationship Management functionality and incorporated a calendar 
feature into the product. 
 
Fern has recently expanded the product line up to include a much 
more affordable MIS solution, called M2.  M2 was an existing 
product, which Fern has greatly upgraded and improved upon.  
Smaller MFI’s, Credit Unions, Development Banks and other mi-
crofinance institutions now have access to a much more afford-
able, easy to use system which is still powerful enough to benefit 
their organisation.  If and when an organisation grows to the size 
that they need more features, such as those provide by our flag-
ship product, Abacus OneWorld, they can easily and seamlessly 
migrate their data to the new product.  The first client in the Pa-
cific for M2 are the Vanuatu Agriculture Development Bank.  
 

� 2007 Mix Asia 100: Ranking of Microfinance Institutions 
Microfinance Pasifika Network would like to congratulate all of 
our members that were listed in the recently released 2007 Mix 
Asia 100 report. The report ranked MFIs in nine categories which 
include: number of borrowers, number of depositors, scale, mar-
ket penetration, growth, profitability, efficiency, productivity and 
portfolio quality. A copy of the complete report is available here.  
 
Members listed in the report include: PNG Microfinance Limited 
and South Pacific Business Development.    

Microfinance News   
 
� Address to Workshop on Trade & Services on liberalisation 

of financial services in Pacific Island countries.  
FDC Chairman Bob Lyon, recently presented at a workshop on 
why Pacific Island countries must not only focus on the deregula-
tion and freeing up of trade, but in the future, deregulation of 
cross-border capital flows must receive an equal focus. A copy of 
the presentations is available here.  

 Contact Us 
Microfinance Pasifika Network 

137 Melbourne St, South Brisbane, QLD 4101, Australia 
Email: info@microfinance-pasifika.org 

Website: http://www.microfinance-pasifika.org  

 
 
Please feel free to distribute 
the MF Pasifika E-newsletter 
among friends and colleagues. 
  
 
If you want to subscribe to 
our E-newsletter, click here. 

http://www.microfinance-pasifika.org
http://www.microfinance-pasifika.org/subscribe.html
http://www.bwtp.org/files/Resources/News_2008/May/2007-Mix-Asia-100.pdf
http://www.microfinance-pasifika.org/assets/files/News/July_2008/Pacific-Financial-Liberalisation.pdf
mailto:info@microfinance-pasifika.org

